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leave in a body for the Fort of Chunar was most wisely
rejected. It was impossible to disarm the distrusted
Native Infantry regiment in the absence of a European
force. There was a large building in cantonments,
which had been erected for a mint for the North-Western
Provinces, and had been used for this purpose till the
provincial mints were removed to Calcutta. It always
afterwards bore the name of " The Mint." This building
is in a wide enclosure, surrounded by a high wall, and
it was hinted all round that in the event of a rising we
should, if possible, make our way to this place. The
Irregular Cavalry regiment was called in to patrol the
roads leading to the station and city, and report the
presence of suspicious persons. The resolution was
formed to maintain a bold front, and pursue our usual
course, as if we knew that succour was at hand. On
every side the hope was expressed that none would give
way to panic. The men at the head of affairs -had the
general confidence of the community.
Most happily for us and for many others there was
a lull in the storm after the mutiny at Meerut and the
possession of Delhi by the mutineers. There was alarm
everywhere, here and there there was commotion, but
there were no extensive and concerted risings. If there
had been we could not have been saved. Our soldiers
were returning from Persia, regiments proceeding to
China were stopped on the way and brought to India*
and an available force was thus placed at the disposal
of the authorities. English soldiers were hastened up
from Calcutta. From day to day we with joy saw them
pass our gate in carriages on their way to cantonments.
Great though our danger was they were not detained.
A small number was kept for our defence, and the rest